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Senator Rice, Janet asked:

In its concurrence report, the NSW Office of Environment and Heritage states that the Ellerton 
Drive Extension project would fail to meet two of five objectives in the national recovery plan 
for box-gum woodland. Why is this acceptable, particularly given the small extent of remaining 
box-gum woodland?

Answer:

The Department of the Environment and Energy is conducting an assessment of the Ellerton 
Drive Extension project under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999. This is a separate assessment process to the NSW environmental assessment process. 
The Department’s assessment will consider impacts to listened threatened species and 
ecological communities, including box-gum woodland.


